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LEGAL DISCLAIMER:
This publication is protected under the US Copyright Act of 1976 and all
other applicable international, federal, state and local laws, and all rights are
reserved. You are allowed full resale and distribution rights as long as you
do not modify the ebook contents in any way.

Please note that much of this publication is based on personal experience
and anecdotal evidence. Although the author and publisher have made every
reasonable attempt to achieve complete accuracy of the content in this
Guide, they assume no responsibility for errors or omissions. Also, you
should use this information as you see fit, and at your own risk. Your
particular situation may not be exactly suited to the examples illustrated
here; in fact, it's likely that they won't be the same, and you should adjust
your use of the information and recommendations accordingly.

Any trademarks, service marks, product names or named features are
assumed to be the property of their respective owners, and are used only for
reference. There is no implied endorsement if we use one of these terms.
Finally, use your head. Nothing in this Guide is intended to replace common
sense, legal, medical or other professional advice, and is meant to inform
and entertain the reader. So have fun with the Guide to build an affiliate marketing empire!

Note from author:

I developed this ebook in order to give you an action plan. The thing about most guides is that they tell 
you to “do this” and “do that”, but they fail to illustrate what they are instructing you to do. The reason 
why I thought this was a better way of teaching is because I have personally learned this way. Not 
affiliate marketing, but other things. When I go to Border's, I always look for how-to books that are in 
story book format. They are great because often they cover the topics in detail by asking questions, and 
answering them. I find this very cool.
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What I am going to do in this guide, is teach you how to choose a niche to promote. Then I am going to 
guide you into setting up the website, and market it so that you end up receiving traffic and ultimately 
ClickBank commissions.

My chosen niche:

I have decided to go with the solar panel niche because #1) it's a hot topic now with energy prices being 
high (my last power bill in a small home was $200); and #2) it was the niche I chose in my blog post 
titled “http://www.brandonconnell.com/watch-me-smack-alex-and-show-my-butt-to-moon/2010/12/”. 
This ebook will actually help me kick both their butts in the niche site challenge. There are no rules 
against pushing a niche site or product with a digital product. So if you feel inclined, visit that blog post 
and click on the product to buy it ;)

I am going to show you why and how I came up with the solar panel niche so that you have a full 
understanding behind my reasoning.

Researching a niche:

Firstly, let me tell you that you need an idea first. Many people wonder “well how do I even start 
looking for a niche”. They think there is a magic way of finding a golden niche that will turn into 
thousands of dollars in commissions. But the fact is that you really need to use common sense first, and 
go from there. I decided to look into solar panels because of the many reasons why it would be a good 
idea such as energy price costs being way up; people buying hybrids like crazy means public 
awareness; a simple search in Google shows lots of competition so it must be a successful market.

Once you realize something must be a hot topic, then it's up to you to confirm your suspicions. There 
are a couple tools that will allow you to do this.

✔ Google Keyword Research Tool  
✔ Super Affiliate Tools  

You will notice that I used Super Affiliate Tools instead of Market Samurai. My reasoning behind this 
is that SAT is simply better according to many affiliate marketers I am affiliated with. On top of that, it 
is a ClickBank product while Market Samurai is run through their own website, and they do not allow 
affiliates who own their software. It is always a good idea to own software that you are going to 
market, but a company should never force you. Perhaps you used the software at a friends house on 
their computer, and you loved it and wanted to vouch for it, but you didn't have an everyday use for it 
and decide not to personally buy it. Does that mean you should be shut out from promoting them via 
your niche sites? Absolutely NOT! So, I recommend Mass Money Makers Super Affiliate Tools.

Now that I cleared up that whole mess... let's proceed to the Google Keyword Tool.

http://www.brandonconnell.com/watch-me-smack-alex-and-show-my-butt-to-moon/2010/12/
https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal
http://www.brandonconnell.com/massmoneymakers


You will notice that I search “diy 
solar panel” because the do-it-
yourself market is a powerful thing. 
Everyone wants to do everything 
themselves if it can save them 
money. And the thing about solar 
panels is that they can be very 
expensive if you buy them already 
made from a company. Not that you 
wouldn't recoup your investment 
with savings earned from not paying 
a power company, but why waste 
money if you can do it yourself 
cheaper?

You will also notice that the 
competition is very high. I can care 
less about that as I am not worried in 
the slightest that I won't be able to 
catch up to my competition.
What I am looking at here is the 
amount of searches being done by 
my potential customers.

I am particularly interested in those 



that search under 5,000 per month. Those keywords will be easier to get ranked in Google because they 
may have less competition based on the amount of sites Google indexes for that keyword or keyphrase. 
Notice I said “may” because this is not the case all the time. An example would be “cheap solar panel” 
which is over 8 million results in Google. For me, that is an easy number still, but you may want to aim 
for less than 2 million results if your seo skills are not there yet. No worries, you will still make decent 
money with keywords that have less than 2 million results.

“Homemade solar panels” is a keyword with a high search monthly, but it has less than 500,000 results. 
So just because it doesn't have a low monthly search volume doesn't mean that it will be hard to target. 
As a matter of fact, this will be our target keyphrase for the example in this ebook. So write that 
down.... “homemade solar panels”.

You can actually research all of this stuff by cracking open your Mass Money Makers copy of Super 
Affiliate tools.

Before you start using it though, download the keywords from the Google Keyword Tool in CSV 
format to your desktop. We will need this to import the keywords into the affiliate research tool.

After you import the keywods list into the import field above, then it will show you the list of 
keywords. You can hit the start button from there and it will do all of the checking for you. It will tell 
you how many results there are in Google, how many searches per month, etc.
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So we already know that homemade solar panels is a highly searched term, with a low Google result 
amount. This results in a perfect niche to promote with a target keyphrase. Our next step would be to 
locate a product in ClickBank that matches the niche, and has a quality sales page to convert your 
clicks into commissions.

After going to ClickBank and typing “homemade solar panels” into their search bar, I came up with the 
following product. I like this product because they are a popular one, and they have a cool sales page 
with a video presentation. This means that it will likely result in high conversions.

I proceeded to hit the “promote” button and created the following hoplink 
“http://561edaff1bso8lf7u7plpak2v3.hop.clickbank.net/”. The problem is that the link is rather ugly 
don't ya think? To get around that, I simply visit my blog and create a Pretty Link.

http://561edaff1bso8lf7u7plpak2v3.hop.clickbank.net/


You can do the same thing if you use Pretty Link or Ninja Affiliate. They basically do the same thing. 
These are plugins that I recommend for every Wordpress install you do.

Now my ugly affiliate links looks like this: http://www.brandonconnell.com/homemadeenergy and if 
you were to click on it, you would see the same thing you would if you clicked on the big hoplink 
above. People are more likely to click on a pretty link than that would if they knew it was a ClickBank 
link. It's kind of how people are used to Google Adsense ads... they also get used to ClickBank links 
and they are turned off by them.

Setting up our website:

The first two things you need are hosting, and a domain name. For hosting, the smartest thing you can 
do is get tons of bandwidth and space while paying very little. The best place to do that right now 
would be Hostgator because you can get tons for under $15 a month. The cheapest plan would cost you 
less than $5 a month, but I recommend the $15 plan if you plan on taking this affiliate marketing thing 
seriously. After you have your hosting in place, you need a domain. I buy almost ALL of my domains 
through Godaddy because it is a simple interface for domain management, and they have consistently 
held the best prices year after year. Some companies like Yahoo end up offering a deal, then charging 
outrageous yearly prices to renew your domain. I have never had that problem with Godaddy.

I am NOT going to get into the specifics of changing your DNS settings so that your domain points to 
your hosting. Godaddy will help you change your DNS to the settings that Hostgator provides in their 
welcome email if you call them.

So assuming you have your domain and hosting setup correctly, it's time to get a website setup. You can 
do this in various ways. One way, would be to use Wordpress that you download from Wordpress.org 
which will allow you to use many free plugins and update the website without hassle. Another way 
would be to setup a static website using a free template you can download from OSWD.org. Either way 
is fine. Just make sure that you choose the one you are comfortable with. Either way, we are going to 
market it so that it starts getting immediate traffic.

Let's assume you went with Wordpress for now. One of the very first things that needs to be done when 
you install Wordpress would be to set the permalinks. Those can be found under Settings/Permalinks. 
Adding permalinks will make your URLs search engine friendly rather than ugly dynamic links. I had 
to mention this because I see a lot of bloggers out there that forget this basic thing for search engine 
optimization.

The next thing we want to do is start writing. We can locate articles that have already been written by 
going to EzineArticles. I searched for “homemade solar panels” and located a good related article.

http://www.oswd.org/
http://www.wordpress.org/
http://www.brandonconnell.com/godaddydomains
http://www.brandonconnell.com/godaddydomains
http://www.brandonconnell.com/hostgator
http://www.brandonconnell.com/homemadeenergy
http://www.brandonconnell.com/ninjaaffiliate
http://www.brandonconnell.com/prettylinkpro


What you can do after you locate an article is to read it entirely so that you understand it, then proceed 
to rewrite it so that it is not the same article anymore. Use your own words throughout the entire article, 
and check it against Copyscape when you are finished. If it passes, then you have a golden article. You 
then want to go back to your list of keywords from the Google Keyword Tool and insert some of them 
into your article throughout, where ever they will make sense. This will ensure that you are using many 
keywords that are related to your niche, and showing Google that your article is not spam targeting a 
specific keyword. Doing this will bring you tons of traffic from keywords that you had no idea you 
were targeting, and can result in sales. Don't skimp on this method!

Once you have your completed article, it's time to post it. Create a new post. Before you post your 
article, we want to insert an image. That image can be the logo image of the product. So proceed to the 
affiliate sales page, and snatch their logo graphic on top.

You want to insert the image with an align left like I did right here where 
I'm typing now. You see the image to the left of this text? It will make 
your post look professional when you do this. Also make sure you link 
the image to the affiliate product using your pretty link. That way, when 

they click on it they will reach the sales page rather than a clos-up of your image. You can then post 
your article text, and edit it so that it has headings, bulleted lists, etc. Make it appear nice, and easy to 
read. Rinse and repeat with 3 more articles!

http://www.copyscape.com/


Let's generate traffic!

1  st   Step  

Once you have your new niche blog setup with a product and unique articles, it's time to drive traffic to 
it. Traffic is what will turn your niche blog into a money-maker.

A method I like to use when in a hurry to drive traffic is guest posting. I don't just guest post anywhere 
though. These days, you can see me guest posting on ProBlogger and other larger blogs. This results in 
over 500 unique visits in 2 days! What better way to bring traffic that a guest post on a large blog?

The cool thing here is that you do not have to always target a related niche blog to guest post on. You 
can get some generalized traffic by writing about your experience as a blogger, and having it published 
on ProBlogger or something similar with lots of traffic. Because everyone is interested in free energy, 
your generalized traffic can easily result in sales commissions! At least it will get your link out there.

Another cool thing is that lots of people tend to steal articles (while keeping author links in tact) from 
high traffic blogs. This means that you will end up with a ton of one-way links to your niche site just by 
publishing a guest post on a major established blog. So what are you waiting for? Write a killer article 
and submit it. Proceed to submit articles (including niche specific) on other blogs. This is the #1 best 
method of immediate traffic.

2nd Step
The second step in generating traffic would be to sign up with EzineArticles and write up a few of them 
to submit. You can do the rewrite method here as well. Make sure your articles are at least 500 words, 
but I recommend longer. Longer articles do better in search engine results, and can bring you more 
traffic.

EzineArticles allows you to use pen-names. This means that you can make up a name completely, and 
nobody will ever know it's you. This is especially useful if you are testing a niche that you are ashamed 
of associating your name with. ;)

Get about 10 articles live for this niche, then move on. You can always go back and add more if you 
feel that the niche can do better with more articles pushing it's traffic.

3rd Step
Your next step is to blog hop your ass off. You can find 100 blogs to comment on related to this niche, 
and leave a comment on them (using a fake name if necessary), while leaving your URL. Avoid the 
blogs that do not have a URL field, because they will not help you when you are trying to drive traffic 
to a URL.

You can find blogs by using a few methods. One way to locate Wordpress blogs is to do a Google 
search that looks like this:

“I am using KeywordLuv.” +”free energy”

Replace free energy with another keyword to locate more blogs. This will show blogs that use the 



keyword luv plugin only though. You can do something similar to find blogs that have CommentLuv 
enabled.

If you want to locate other blogs that are not only Wordpress, you can search Technorati or another 
directory of blogs. Or perhaps you can search Google for “DoFollow blogs” and see what kind of lists 
pop-up. When you find an active blog, you will most likely find even more blogs by following the links 
left by commentators.

Recommended Traffic:
If you are really serious about this affiliate marketing business, you can buy traffic to your blog. The 
best way would be to establish a $300 a month budget for an Adwords campaign. The only thing is that 
I recommend a CPM campaign rather than a CPC campaign.

The different between CPM and CPC is that CPM means cost per thousand. This means that your ad 
will be displayed 1,000 times before you are charged the bid amount. The same bid amount could only 
get you a single click with a CPC campaign, while a CPM campaign can get you UP TO 1,000 clicks 
before you get charged your bid amount. Not saying that you will get a thousand clicks, but it's 
common sense to want to try before spending all of your money right?

With CPM, you can setup a campaign that only displays on certain websites. So with a solar panel 
related website, we would want to target websites that have diy home improvement readers. Real estate 
magazines and others in a similar niche are a great fit, and have the best chance of getting you some 
serious clicks. You do not want to advertise a solar panel website on a website about golf strategies. See 
where I am going with this?

What Else!?!?

Oh, did you think it would be hard? Nope! Not at all. I gave you what you needed to get started and 
make a decent income to replace your job with. What else do you want?

If you liked my quickie guide here, feel free to make a paypal donation to 
brandon@brandonconnell.com and check out my blog at http://www.brandonconnell.com

You can also add me at http://www.twitter.com/Brandon_Connell and 
http://www.facebook.com/Brandon.D.Connell

I have more free ebooks too... All you have to do is sign up for my free newsletter. Oh and by the 
way.... If you haven't yet, make sure you subscribe to my blog feeds by email! That's the easiest way to 
see the latest on my blog! Go here! http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=BrandonConnell

Thanks!

Respectfully,
Brandon Connell
http://www.brandonconnell.com
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